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Public Declaration, Sc. 


Jonn v. 9. 


If ave receiwe the witneſs of man; the witneſs of God is 
greater: For this is the witne/s of God which he hath 
rteflified 5f his Son : | 

He that belieweth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs in 
himſelf : He that believeth not. God, hath made him a 
Liar : becauſe he believeth not the record that God _— 
gave of his Jon. And this is the record that God bath _*:* 
given to us, eternal life; and this life is in his Son. ,  '»\| 


| OD is one, beſides him there is none elſe -*Y 
that ſays and it is dene, whoſe word is yen 
and amen. He made man to glorify him 
for his holineſs, juſtice, and truth He 
ſpake unto him in the garden of E den; commanded his. 
belief of the word he ſpake: But man diſobeyed the . 7 
command, diſbelieved the truth of God, ſiaged thus 
againſt it, became ſenſible of his wrath, and inherited 
his curſe ; which was, that he ſhould go in the way 
he had choſen, and take delight in error, vanity, and 
lies. O wretched choice, that through a blinded 
underſtanding, precipitates thy followers on their own. _ 
ruin, The Apoſtles, in all their epiſtles, toll us, that 
the cauſe of wicked works id the blindneſs of men's _ 
underſtandings, Reaſon tells us ſo too. Jeſus tells us © - 5 
in the parable df the ſower, Matth, xiii. 19. that NWZen 
the word of the kingdoin = preached; the,xeafon why © 


ik 
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Mu 
it bringeth not forth fruit is, that men underſland ic 
not; ver, 23, but he that heareth the word, and 


underſtanderh it, bringeth forth fruit an hundred 
Fold, &c. | 


Amon the many profeſſions that are made of re- 
ligion, I will alſo ſhew my opinion, for I think much 
about it; and alſo think that many grievoully err 
in their judgment of the plain and diſtinctiy written 
word of God; for which cauſe, inſtead of unanimity 
and concord, we ſee perverſe diſputings, jar, and 
diſcord. | 


Ver among the many religions I have ſeen, there 
are but two radical principles from which they pro- 
ceed : And a diſtin definition of theſe two is, in my 
judgment, the likelieſt means of knowledge to the 
enquiring mind. 


8 ALL men either believe the record of God, which 

zs eternal life; or they believe it not. The ſubjeRs 
>, .- of the truth, or the believers of God's word, are 
known by their fruits; and alſo the diſbelievers by 
their words>and. actions; and theſe expreſs the love 
of the heart. By thy words thou ſhalt be juſtiſied, 
and by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned. A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit; neither can an evil 
tree bring forth good fruit. 


Max's pretenſions of love to God are either ſin- 
cere or hypocritical. It becomes us all then to lay 
judgment to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plum- 
met; for it is not every one that ſays, Lord, Lord? 
Mall enter into the kingdom of God. Many ſhall 
ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. They will 
ſay unto me in that day, have we not eat and drunk 
in thy preſence, And the Lord God will not hold 


him 


E 


him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain; that cal- 
jeth upon him to bleſs us; while our hearts are aſter 
our covetouſneſs. We cannot ſerve God and Mam- 
mon. If our eye be evil, our whole body is full of 
darkneſs ; and if the light that be in us be darkneſs, 
how great is that darkneſs ? 


Bur the light ſhineth ; the ſun of righteouſneſs is 
up; the word of eternal life is contained in the 
bible, and held forth to every individual: It is come 
to each one of us in particular, and not in vain ; for 
it is a faviour of life, or death to us all: By it we 
are juſtified, or by it we are condemned in our con- 
ſciences before God : To each one of us he is a re- . 
conciled father, or an angry judge; and in vain we „ 
hope for mercy from him, except we believe the 4 
word of reconciliation ſpoken by him: While We 
continue to diſpute it, we have no part in it. He. 
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, ha 
one that judgeth him: The word that I have ſpoken, - +: 
the ſame ſhall judge him in the laſt day, 3 


Man ir. the Garden of Eden became ſenſible oftbe 
divine diſpleaſure; and through!that ſenſe of gut¾ 
for his fin, fled and turned from God in his beat 
and affeQtions ; ſo that he could no longer delight ia 
God, by reaſon of the curſe he had denounced upon 
him for his ſin : For he knew that he deſerved the 
wrath of God, in that he had tranſgreſſed his com- 
mand, and ſinned againſt his love. :'This being the 
caſe, man could no way help himſelf by expiating 
his fin ; for he had ſinned againſt infillte holinefs, 
and the reparation of that crime ceaſed: far ever from 
his power: Wherefore it behoved him to fly from 
God. His heart muſt ceale to love him, becauſe he 
is convinced that his holineſs muſt be determined 
upon his ruin. For tho? man's underſtanding mind 
1 A 2 1 ICP 


: (0.3 
was darkened, yet a ſenſe of the holinefs of God re- 
mained : His omnipotence, omniſcience, and omniĩ- 
peſence were not hid from him: Therefore he had 
dreadful apprehenſions of his wrath, and felt out- 
ward tokens of his vengeance, the ground was curſed 
for this cauſe; and the elements ot the world, toge» 
ther with the economy of his body; the whole crea- 
tion had a gloomy proſpect, and an afflicting product. 
Many are the ſorrows man labours under, and death 


always looks him' in the face, yea hell behind ths 
black curtain his inevitable portion, 


O wRETCHED man, darkened in thy underſtand- 
ing mind, miſtaken in thy choice, hated of God the 
tountain of all good, by him rewarded according ta 
thy miſdeeds now in time, and the ſentence of eternal 


death is paſt, what can do thee good? To pray un- 


to thy God thou cannot, thy heart is turned from 


him; to act the hypocrite, and tell him thou couldſt 
-/* _ Hike to love him and do his will, while thine heart 


hates him, by reaſon of the curſe ready to be executed 


on thy head for the ſin of which thy heart is full, is 


but to aggravate the crime. To aſk him to over- 
look the ſin, is to aſk him to change the properties 
of his nature, to love ſin, and deſpiſe his own holineſs 
and bliſs. Is there then no help? Is all hope en- 
tirely periſhed from thee ? Yea, and that for ever. 
Be aſſured, my reader, whoever thou be, that this is 
the very caſe : Sin hath tainted all our foul; our 
whole man is corrupted, as David ſays, from the 


crown of the head to the ſole of the foot: We are 


only as wounds, bruiſes, and putritying ſores; our 
whole head is ſick; and our whole heart fainteth in 
matters of truth, holineſs, and underſtanding. 


We may be aſhamed before God and one another, 


of our pretenſions of love to God and doing his will; 


while 


(9) 


while our heart is full of malice and 2uile; and is 


after our covetouſneſs. Our religious profeſſion is an 
entire inconſiſtency on this account, and merits a 
curſe at the hand of God: And all our attempts to 
get any way at all into his favour, is utterly criminal, 
as it ſirikes immediately at the prerogatives of God's 
nature and law; which muſt, if it act conſiflently 
with itſelf, being impeached and tranſgreſſed, re- 
venge the crime according to equity, 


Now itis a great fin for men to hope for and attempt 
to find the favour of God, while they are ignorant 


of or lightly eſteeming the covenant of peace, that 


the perfectly holy God has made with mankind. 


For there is one means only whereby God can love 
us, or whereby we can come to the love of God. 


'There is one cauſe only, why we may hope for or 
truſt in the favour of God: And to hope for or truſt 
in the ſavovr of God, without a true and ſure foun- 


dation, is (in that matter which of all others is the 


32 
. 
bs”. 


A. 


greateſt concern) to deceive our own ſelves; and ſelftfs 


deception in this point is of fatal and eternal conſes. 
quence to every ſoul of man. | 3 


How great the diſappointment, bow ſad tlie con- | 
fuſion of thoſe who thus deceived, ate in the laſt 


day ready to ſay, O Lord, have I not attended thine 
ordinances, prayed for aud ſought after thy favour, 
reformed my life, ſet a watch with tears over the 
motions of my heart, begged thou wouldit forgive 
me, and for Jeſus' ſake help me unto conformity to 
-thine image in heart and lite: Have 1 not been ſin- 


cere herein to the utmoſt of my power; and where- 
in I have fallen ſhort, aſke l thy pardon for Jeſus?.. 


fake, For he will ſay, 4 Depart from me, I know 
thee not, thou worker of iniquity,” His ſayings will 


prove true; That it is not every one that ſaith unto 
A 3 me, 


10) 


me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
God ; but he that doth the will of my father which 


1 is in heaven. Be aſſured there is great evil in an 


ignorant addreſs unto God, and much more in an 
ungrounded hope. 


Tus Phariſees of old had great confidence in the 
favour of God, and there are ſoaring profeſſors in 
this our day: their children, who if you were to 
tell them ſo, would and do think that you —_— 
ſin againſt God. So great is their blindneſs, and fo 
ſtrong their deception, But | for my part think it a 
lin againſt God, his light and truth, to wink at their 
error. We may not truſt in God on any terms, nor 
have the confidence to ſay, Our Father, We know 
not why; in ſo doing we take the name of God 
in vain, and blaſpheme the holineſs of his attri- 


butes. He is curſed that offereth ſtrange fire upon 


his altar. 


Way, my reader, let me aſk thee why ? and ſay, 
what thou thinkeſt is the reaſon ſo many prayers are 
made, and ſo very few anſwered ; wnen the ſcrip- 
tare, the holy word of God, that ſhall every-tittle be 

falfilled, declares, that if we aſk any thing according 
tO his will, he heareth us; and that whatever we 
aſt in his name, he will do it. James tells us 
the reaſon : Ye aſk and receive not, becauſe ye aſk 
amiſs; that you may conſume it upon your luſts. 
Now the temptation of the Devil, and the duſt of 
Adam the effect thereof, was to be as God in wiſdom 
and glory or holineſs ; for holineſs is the glory, of 


0d; it was that deſire that tainted or deſiled his 


ſoul; For all the faculties of Adam's body and ſoul 
were 1150 on purpoſe to give God all the glory: 
And his. deſiring to aſſume that wiſdom and glory, 


was his ſin, The Devil told him, it would be his, if 


» 
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he eat of the forbidden fruit, and he eat that fruit for 


that very purpoſe. And his curſe was, that he was _ 
left of God, under the power of that luſt or defires 


as. we fee it this day: This was Adam's deach : He 
loſt the light of the knowledge of che glory of God; 
and darkneſs or the ignorance thereof took place in 
his heart or underſtanding mind.. Hence he called 
good evil, and evil good; light, darkneſs ; and dark- 
neſs, light. Now this became his natural diſpoſi- 
tion; and that which is natural, always is neceſſary. 
Wherefore man muſt perſiſt in this way: He can- 
not mend it: His natural inſtinct obliges him here- 
unto. 


By this means, you ſee, that this deſire in man, 
which is natural and common to all men: To be 
as or like God in wiſdom and glory, is man's 
firſt, greateſt and damnable ſin; than which there 


is no greater on this ſide the grave in the power of 


man.“ 


Ir becomes us all, then, to examine ourſelves, 
whether we be or be not practiſing this iniquity. For 


from this principle, this innate inſtinct; or from 
the knowledge of the truth, are all the religions in 
this world. For however men differ about this and 
that point of doQrine, whereby this and that party 
and denomination are all and every ſect and 


party in the whole world are (triving from one prin. 


ciple for the ſame thing, wiz. to become good and 
T like God, that they may enjoy his favour, obtain 
pardon of their ſin, and 

is the deſire of all men. It makes no differenice, 

whether we pray by the interceſſion of a ſaint to God, 
that he will help us herein, or by the commpy prayer 


book, by extempore prayers of diſſenter vr to the 


ſign of God in the ſun or moon, c. it anſwers one 
LY _ * | , and 


FE 


eternal happineſs. This 


7 
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and the ſelf ſame end in all ; and the heart and life 
is ſanQtified in all equally alike, or rather deceived, 


hardened, and defiled, 


Was Jeſus to appear a ſecond time on the earth, 
to preach down all our pretenſions to goodneſs, and 
religion, and ſalvation, - meerly, only, and entirely 
by believing in his name, making the promiſe of 
eternal life to all ſuch without difference, telling us 
that drunkards and whoremongers entered into the 
kingdom of God, rather than our prieſts and mini- 
ſters, big with zeal ſor the name and honour of God, 
his houſe and ordinances ; full of ſeriouſneſs in their 
doctrines of truth; devout in their looks and de- 
meanour z or any of all their ſerious hearers, fol- 
lowers, and admirers : Why, becauſe they are inſiſt- 
ing on that very principle, with all its affeQions, 
that tarned Adam out of the favour of God: Would 
not, I ſay, all parties join to perſecute, deſpiſe, revile, 
=... and caſt out, as an unclean thing or perſon, him the 
=” Lord of life, now as in former days, telling him he 
had a devil, and was mad, Sc. and not fit to hear. 
The whole world would join herein, except the 
ele& of God, who are enlightened by a new light, 
in an eſpecial manner, by the ſpirit of God; which 
light or underſtanding becomes a new principle in the 
heart ; by which means they can love God, not as 
the world, by conſtrained affections but naturally, 
freely, and honeſtly, and that of neceſſity, 


Hence the ſaying of «the ſcripture, they cannot 
ſin, their underſtanding E changed the leading fa- 
culty of the ſoul, which occaſions a different choice, 
love and affection, and that naturally, Wherefore 
the yoke is eaſy, and the burthen is light. Joy and 
a crown of rejoicing are upon all their heads, and 
their joy no man taketh from them. Why, ons 
he 


4 
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heard God's word, and they underſtand and believe 
it. The world hear God's word, but they do not un- 
derſtand it ; and what we do not underſtand, we can» 
not believe. p 

Gov the Lord hath ſpoken in his holineſs, and 
declared to mankind, that whereas we have finned, 
and brought ourſelves under the inevitable curſe of 

God, his glorious Holineſs taking vengeance eter- 
_ nally upon the fin of man's heart; which was againſt 
infinite Holineſs, that he, in the council of his own 
will, had appointed one of the Holineſs of God, his 
Son, his word? to take our fleſh, our nature upon him, 
therein to give all that glory to God, to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs on the part of man by the holy God re- 
quired, and therein in his own body, and our na- 
ture, as it was originally holy, bear, ſuffer, and en- 
dure the puniſhment due in the eye of God to our ſins 
and guilt; and that he had appointed him our inter- 


ceſſor or day's man in his preſence for ever; that thro* 


him we were pardoned, and by him we were accept- 
ed, as tho' we had never ſinned ; that for that cauſe 
he again would have fellowſhip with us, and give un- 
to us eternal life : That whoever believeth this word 
of promiſe, were ſharers of it, and thereby entered 
into life; that whoſoever diſbelieved it, were ex- 
cluded the benefits contained by that means, 


THis was declared to Adam; he believed the word 


of promiſego Abraham, David, and all the patriarchs ; 


and in thE fulneſs of time, he, the word or promiſe of 
God, appeared in our fleſh on earth, convincing . 


2ainſayers; By his omnipotence, his omniſcience, his 


omnipreſence, declaring himſelf to be the Son of 


God, come to take away the ſins of the world, and to 
be the promiſe of eternal life; that whoever. believed 


in him, ſhould be ſaved ; that whoever believed not, 


ſhould. 


AY — 


1 


ſhould be damned: Told them, this was their con- 
demnation, in that they believed not on the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. 7 


He invited all without difference, ſaying to every 
one, whoſoever will, let him come and take of the 
water of life freely, (ſhewing thereby, that the word 
of ſalvation was as ready and free unto us, as the wa- 
ter ſtreams) and he that cometh, I will in no wiſe caſt 
out or refuſe a part. | 


He thus invited all and every one, that no one 
might diſpute whether he in particular was called; 
and he declared it free to every one, that no man 
might diſpute his right. | 


My reader, conſider this well; thou even thou 
art concerned in this call and promiſe ; for by be- 
lieving it, thou even thou, who readeſt theſe lines, 
enters into eternal life, or excludeth thyſelf from it. 


We careleſsly read over the ſcripture, make dif- 
ferent expoſitions, have many doubts of their mean- 
ing, and of our believing aright or wrong ; but the 
main point is, what it is we are to believe: If once 
oY we underſtand the very word of God, our way and 
manner of belicving it is right enough. Faith and 
underſtanding are one and the ſame thing; when I 
underſtand a thing to be true, I believe it. If there- 
1s fore we underſtand that this is true, that God, the 
Almighty, than which there is no other, the God of 

truth and holineſs, has promiſed eternal life to every 


. ſoul of man, without difference, that believeth on 
1 the name of Jeſus ; underſlandeth him to be the Son 
of God, appointgd the atonement for our fin, and our 

actual righteouſneſs in our fleſh for ever, before the 

face of inſinite Holineſs; and that that promiſe is al- 

ö ready 


ur 


al- 
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ready actually made to every one who believeth or 
underſta:.deth it, is true; yea, fulfilled in their per- 
ſon, room, and ſtead, by the Holy One of God, who 
cannot lie, nor alter the thing that is gone out of his 


mouth: For he has ſworn by his Holineſs, that the 


covenant of peace ſhall ſtand ; and that whoever be- 
lieveth on him, ſhall not be aſhamed. I ſay, if. we 
believe this to be the very truth of God, our hearts 
mult rejoice in it, be affected as the firſt chriſtians 
were with joy of neart, peace of conſcience, and love 
to God, tor his goodwill towards us. It muſt be 
in the very nature of the thing; nothing can hinder 
it; for that light chat ſhews, diſcovereth and con- 
vinceth man's heart of this, is the light or ſpirit of 
God, the light of truth, a divine light; wherein 
agg eb a man, tne object of God's love, ſeeth 
or behieveth with aſſurance of underſtanding, ſo that 
he has no occaſion to diſpute or ſtagger at the pro- 
miſe, becauſe he knows not that it is true, or in that 
he diſputes his particular intereſt. No, the truth of 
God, ſhining upon the hearts of the faithful, has a 
luſtre beyond that of the reaſonings of the aſpiring 


phariſee, and beyond all diſpute, tis ſelf evident. 


The fit Chriſtians, inſtanily upon their hearing the 
word of the goſpel, were filled with joy ; and it muſt 
neceſſarily have the ſame effect upon all its ſubjects; 


who, hearing that a promiſe of pardon of fin, origi- 


nal and actual, of peace with God and eternal love, 
N and life, is made by God to whoever 

elieveth it; muſt not the believer of that word re- 
joice, and his heart be inclined by the force of ſo 
great love to yield grateful return. 


Ix a natural way of reaſoning, this muſt be the 
caſe: And there is no ſoul of man in the world, that 
can let hold, go, or be diſpoſiciled ot the brit principles 


of his underſtanding heart, viz. to wiſh for and ſeek 


after 
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after the holineſs of God, in order to obtain his. fa- 
vour ; till the love of God, a free gift to him in par- 
. ticular, be revealed to his underſtanding, by the 
particular and immediate enlightening of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the ſpirit of the Father and the Son. The wiſe 
men, in the apoſtles' days, could not find it out, with 
all their learned reaſon : It appeared to them fooliſh- 
neſs ; for the god of this world, or the ſpirit of de- 
ception, had blinded their mind, that they could not 
ſee nor underſtand it; tho? it was revealed to them in 
the moſt plain manner, and in the moſt eaſy words, 
why they could not depart from the natural principle 
of their heart, which continually aſpireth after inward 
holineſs. To think that the holy God has forgiven 
us jult as we are; by laying all and every part of our 
fin upon his Son, is what we will not, we cannot, we 

dare not believe: Yea, tho' it is taught us by Saban. ; 
and many of is ſucceſſors, and the very articles of 
the church of England. which witneſs unto the more 
lain and clear light of the ſcriptures with one voice, 
ut tho? the angels from heaven were to tell us they 
were ſent on pupoſe by their God, to tell us our fin 
was all done away by the perſon and work of Chriſt, 
and that on that account God was reconciled unto us, 
we could not believe it, nor abide in the thoughts of 
it; except that God, who commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhine into our hearts, and 
give us the knowledge of the truth of it, by ſnew- 
ing us it is conſiſtent with, and is the glorious truth 


of God, 


Paul ſays, there is a veil upon our hearts, a cover 
of darkneſs, ignorance, and diſbelief of the love of 
God, for which cauſe man cannot love God ; but 
inſiſts upon it, in his own mind, that it is fit and re- 
quiſite that he be ſome way amended, fitted, altered, 
and prepared for the reception of ſo great a gift; And 


( 


it is ſtrange and wonderful to ſee and hear men ſay- 
ing with their mouth, they believe no preparatory - 
work neceſſary; and that it is wrong to look for it; 
and at the ſame time dare not take hold of, nor re- 
joice in the promiſed ſalvation ; and for no other 
reaſon they know of, but the uncleanneſs of their 
heart; whereby they judge themſelves ſo very un- 
worthy : This the root of unbelief; the firſt princi- 
ple of fin and eflential darkneſs, they are obliged, 
by the inſtinct of this natural principle, to believe, 
that if they were more like God in any degree, they 
durſt in proportion truſt in his favour. Henge ſome 
late teachers, who pretend great accuracy 'in the 
knowledge of the goſpel, have taught and printed, 
and holy life, is the only ſafe way of Judging of our 
intereft in the favour of God, But this is as far as 
light is different to darkneſs, from the ſayings and 
teachings of the ſcriptures, the. writings of that 
eminent witneſs to the truth, 4 
ticles of the church of England. 


Ir we had but light we might hereby ſee, to the 
| ſorrow of our heart, the degeneracy, the groſs dark- 

neſs that now lies upon and covers the face and 
heart of this kingdom. Profeſſing chriſtianity. and 
the knowledge of God in Chriſt, by whoſe merits 
alone we ſay we hope to be ſaved ; while we are al- 


together as one man (apparently) diſbelieving, the” 


promiſe of pardon of fin and eternal life made to us 
individuals in particular, becauſe of the unſanctiſied 
diſpoſitions of heart and actions of life; and at the 
ſame time with a lie in our right-hand, call God 
our Father, and his Son our Saviour, and pretend 
love unto him and friendſhip with him, ſo as to wiſh 
his glory: While, 'tis ſtrange to tell, we loudly ſay, 
we for our own part do not know that we in parti- 
B cular 


that. the conſciouſneſs of our ſanctified diſpoſitions * 


and alſo the ar- (Ge A 
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«cular are called of God to pardon of tin and eternal 


life. How come we then to love God? Can we 
love him for any other cauſe? Can we pretend to 
love him, while we do not, know, nor have any ſure 
ground of hope, but that to us he is a ſin avengirg 
God, ſuffering our hypocriſy till we have filled up the 
meaſure of our iniquity, that he may reward us ac- 


cording as our fin has merited the revenge of his 
Holinels.? 


Wurrzs this is the caſe with us, can we naturally 
love him? Can we honeſtly pretend it? Is there any 
thing to bind our affections to him? Can we prac- 
tiſe the work of the firſt chriſtians, in loving, joying, 
and rejoicing in him; giving thanks to (ed their 
Father, in that he had then at that preſent time made 
them partakers of the inheritance of the faints of. 
light.; in that he had delivered them from the 

powers of darkneſs ; and had tranſlated them into the 
kingdom of his ere. whom they had found re- 
demption, even the forgiveneſs of their ſins, thro? 
the knowledge of his blood ſhed? No, no; I can 
tell, as tho' I was in the heart of all ſuch pretenders 
to religion, that their hearts are aſter their covetouſ- 
neſs ; after their own glory and pleaſure. They 
cCannot avoid it: "here is no cauſe has happened 
them why it ſhould be otherwiſe: It muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be ſo: *Tis the inſtin& of their nature; and 
the effect cannot ceaſe from the cauſe. 


IT matters not how learned, how rich, how fine in 
dreſs, how ſerious in deportment, how wrapped up 
4n ſelf-conceit, thro' the knowledge of the elteem of 
many; how great your profeſſions of ſanity ; what 
lace or employment in the outward church. I am 
bold to tell thee before God and the world, that 


thou, even thou paetended holy man, that till _ | 
* 
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by the authority of God's word, cane find thy title 
to eternal life, eyen. thy own particular intereſt in 
the promiſe, ſo that thou dareſt ſay it, and art ſure 
before God, the devil, and all men, of the eternal. 
and immutable love of God; that till then thy pre- 
tenſions of loving God, or in any ſhape conforming 
to his image, are hypocritical ;z and thou thyſelf un- 
der the power of darkneſs and bond of iniquity. 
For there is no man in all the world, that will ſell all 
he has, till he nas tound and be ſure he has the 
pearl of price; and without that, he cannot be 
Chriſt's diſciple. 


THERE is meaning in this ſaying : It is eaſier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
There is a neceſſity on us to part with our all, our 
whole treaſure, or heart's delight, and that not by 
vain compliments to God, telling him it is. our de- 
fire it were ſo, and we beg he would help us ta do 
it: But it muſt de the natural effect of the know- 
ledge of God's love, and of our heavenly inheritance. - . 
No leſs will do it: Nothing elſe ever did it; nor 
are theſe idle prayers. ever heard or anſwered.. The 
tree mult. be changed befoie the fruit can be good: 
The underſtanding, the choice and affections oF the 
heact, mult be changed into ſomething elſe than what 
they were before, really, diſtinctly and perfectly: 80 
that what before we underſtood to be right, we now; 
mult ſee to be wrong. What before we, thro' the 
blindneſs of our heart choſe, we now, by virtue of 
the true light, muſt hate, and ceaſe to delight in this: 
In ſcripture, it is called a being born again by the 
will of. God, and of his ſpirit, by this new nature, 
law, inſtinct, ſpirit, or faich Thengwe begin to live, 
not to ourſelves, but to tie Glory o: God; and we 
are able to do it, and to {ell all we hwe for his ſake ; 
S. v4 B 2 Yea, 
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Yea, by the force of reaſon or light, we are inclined 
to do it; not only ſo, but we do it of choice, freely, 
loneitly, and with all our heart, 


Tur apoſtle James makes the compariſon to a 
fountain; ſays in effect, or to this purpoſe, that our 
heart, out of which are the iſſues of life and the ex- 
preſſions of the tongue, can no more ſend forth good 
and evil, than a fountain can, at the ſame place and 
time, ſend forth ſweet water and bitter. That we 
muſt of neceſſity be either good or bad, loving God 
only, or the world only: We cannot ſerve two 
maſters, God and Mammon: We mult hold to the one, 
and deſpiſe the other. The Phariſees overlook theſe 
ſayings : We hear of none of them trom their mouths, 
If they had wrote the bible, they had put none of 
them i it, However, as the caſe is, that this law 
and theſe ſayings are, and that ſome thinking perſons 
Wo. cannot help but to take notice thereof, ſo as in ſome 

1 degiee to judge themſelves by it, their teachers 
1 om (piritually after their own heart, are forced to 
WH ſe great dexterity to quell theſe fears ariſing in their 
minds, thro' the conſciouſneſs of their own deficien- 
4 cies, failings, and imperfections; and tell them, that 
true believers have the remains of ſin in them; that 
they may and often do find their hearts overcome by 
the world and the luſts of it, are on this account 
\ tempted to diſpute their intereſt in Chriſt, and their 
right unto the promiſes : For when they ſhould have 

ommunion witi God in prayer, their hearts are fo 
after their covetouſneſs, their mind forgets what 
their tongue. is ſaying, that they often are overcome 
by various: paſſions, which lead them on to evil ac- 
tions, ſo as to defile their conſcience, give ſcandal- 
ous offence, &c. 


Wu, the holy men of old did ſo, and yet they 
| Were. 
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were ſtill the children of God: This is very true: 80 
I doubt not did the Chriſtians in the Apoltle's days. 
But the grand miſtake is this, in judging of our vwn 
right and title to the promiſe, and of our intereſt in 
Chriſt by the good and evil fruit of our hearts, by 
our ſanctified or unſanRifed aſfections and actions. 
Why, ſiy you, have you not been ſaying the tree is 
known by its fruit? Yes; and it is the fruit and 
etfe&t of unbelief, the natural product of the prin» 
ciple that the devil infuſed into tammy a delire to 
judge of eur intereſt in the favour of God, by the 
improvement of our own goodneſs ; and a poſtponing 
of our gw peace of conſcience till it be obtained; 
and it is a lie in the mouth of your miniſters and 
teachers, to full in with your unbelieving reaſonings, 
preaching ſmooth things; that tho? this is the caſe 
with you, it has been ſo with true believers. Thete- 
fore, lay they, deſponding foul, take comfort ; pray 
for God's alliſtauce in watching over the motions of 
lin in thine heart; attend his ordinances g»and b 
lome means thou wilt find comfort: For if thpu ent 
' find in thine heart a love ſor the children of God, 
be with them, to be in his houſe attending his ordi- 
nances, &. then thou mayſt proportionably hope in 
his favour : Therefore chear up, drooping foul, go on ., 
thy way with a good heart, and ſome time by ſome ®; 
means thy heart will be (o enlarged towards God, 
his ways, or children, that thou mayſt have reaſon 4 
ta hope in his love to thre in particular, as diſpo(gVi: 
X him to theſe things. Thus the blind lead the 
Und. 


Adam, Abraham, Dawzid, and the firſt chriſtians, 
were taught God's word: What he ſaid was the 
foundation and cauſe of their hope; and to give to 
their hearers an underſtanding of that promiſe, was 
their labour. When Pau“ prays for them, it is oy 
8 B 3 the * 
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| the eyes of their underſtanding may be enlightened 
in the knowledge of Jeſus, the free gift of God; 
that they might know and be aſſured of the end of 
his coming ; told them it was to take away the fins 
of all them that believe in his name ; that he had 
done it, and obtained for them an eternal inheritance 
at his Father's right hand; that thereto they had 
an undoubted right; and bid them draw near with 
full aſſurance, for he was faithful and true that had 
promiſed, : 


Tar acknowledgment of theſe truths, the con- 
fellion of their faith of this, he looked upon as the 
mark of their calling and election of God; and he 
told them, if they knew theſe things, kept them in 
| their mind, walked in that ſpirit, perſuaſion, and 
= Faith, or underſtanding, that they ſhould not be un- 
WF. \ fruicful in the works of the Lord; ſhould not ful! 
1 the luſts of the fleſh; nor be overcome by the love of 
the world. This is the victory that overcometh the 
world, our knowledge of God's word and promite 
of a better inheritance ; for the ſake of which we are 
willing to account all things but loſs, droſs, and 
dung. There is a beauty, a glory in this, tranſ- 
cCending and far ſurpaſling the glory of the world; 
; and it is keeping our eye on theſe things, or as the 
Apoſtle ſays, keeping them in mind, is the means on 


dur part to be uſed thereby to overcome the affections 
; FA of the fleſh, 7 


$A Taz underſtanding mind is the leading faculty of 
tue ſoul ; what we kuow or judge to be belt, we mult 
chuſe: It is ſo in the nature of the thing; and ex- 
p<iience and obſervation evidenceth the ſame unto 
vs. The drunkard thinks the greateſt plea:ure is in 
his cups; the covetous man thinks nothing ſo good 
a3 his gold, Sc. the whoremaſter, that the greateſt 

en- 


(mn) 


enjoyment is in his whores ; his deceived underſtand» 
ing meditates on theſe things, approves them as the 
firſt things to be choſen ; wherefore his affeQions 
cleave to them with ſolace and delight, and he is 
found purſuing the object of his choice. If you tell 
him ot the excellence of gold, of eſtates, he cannot 
ſee it; he tells you the enjoyment of the thing is all: 
What ſignifies what we have, if we cannot enjoy it. 
If you tell the miſer how he lives beſides what he has, 
and that it docs him no good, he thinks far other- 
wiſe ; to get, and keep it when got, is the thing in 
his mind, It is ſo in all and every caſe; there is a 
nece ſſity on us, a natural cauſe, even ſelf love; or, 
in other words, a propenſity of mind, with which we 
are created to obtain and preſerve the happineſs of 
our ſpirits and perſons. This is natural to every 
living creature, but more eſpecially to man ; becauſe 
of his reaſonable faculties above other creatures. 


His underſtanding mind dictates unto his 
choice; his will approves and chuſeth it, and his af- 
fections cleave unto it. This ts the order of our na- 
ture in the wiſdom of God, fitted and prepared thus 
for the reception of the intimations of- his will,” his 
perfections, and his glory, and we may only expect. 
to find him, to have communion with him, or to be 
bleſſed by him, in the way of his own appoint- 
ment. 


Tuus in ſcripture, the Lord God addreſſeth and 
revealeth himſelf unto the underſtanding mind of: 
man, propoſeth ſuch and ſuch things thereunto, that, 
man may chuſe or refuſe according to light and truth. 
Thus Paul prays for the Celoſſaus, that they may be. 
filled with the knowledge of God's will, in all wif- 
dom and ſpiritual underſtanding : And Zacharias pro- 
pheſied, that the child Jeſus was. come ſrom God, to 
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ive light to them that ſat in darkneſs and in the 

adow of death, and to guide our feet in the way of 
peace. The hypocriſy of the age talk much about, 
and inſiſt on good affections and holy actions; but 
the ſcriptures talk much about an enlightened mind, 
and a wile heart. Good affections and holy actions 
are the product of an underſtanding mind; they can 
grow from no other root, ſpring from no other cauſe, 
'l he Creator has ordered no other means; but the 
devil has ordained many means to raiſe. a blind zeal 
for, and love to, we know not what, nor why. He 
and his miniſters tell us, with the pretended zeal for 
God, for heaven, and to eſcape hell, that we muſt be 
good, be holy, pious, ſober, &c. tell us the neceſſity, 
the duty, and the beauty of theſe things; how ami- 
able and well-pleafing in the eyes of God, when done 
and practiſed ſincerely in the name of Jeſus, and by 
the help of God. But they ſay very little what it is, 
and how the heart is changed, how the nature of the 
tree comes to alter; they tell us to ſtand againit 


twenty thouſand of our luſts and evil diſpoſitions ; - 


and that we muſt overcome them if we intend to get 
to heaven ; that we muſt implore God's help, in the 
name and for the ſake of Jeſus ; and for our miſdeeds 
and imperfections, apply to the merits of Chriſt, yea 
too, and that we mult judge of our favour with God 
by the ſucceſs we obtain in this way only: Tell us, 
that the cauſe of our obedience to and defire after 
conformity to his image, is and muſt be his grace 
moving, and inclining us; and the more we are 
inclined and moved to obedience and oppoſition to 
evil affections, the more we may depend on his fa-, 
vour to us ; and grow in time, by a perſeverance in 
duty, to aſſurance in his ſpecial and particular love. 
This, I ſay, is the Devil's doctrine; the religion he 
taught Adam in Paradiſe, and the conſequential diſ- 


poſitions and affections; and there is no greater curſe . 
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happens to man in this world, than to be blinded by 
it, or rather, to ſpeak more properly, to remain under 
the power of that darkneſs, 


To remove this, the goſpel is adapted in the wiſ- 
dom of God, ſhining into the hearts of them that be- 
lieve, to give them the light of the knowledge 
of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, This is the 
manner, method, language, and doctrine of both the 
Old and New Teſtament, to addreſs the underſtand- 
ing, to ſhew ſomething that before was not under- 
ſtood, even the will of God concerning us ; to know 
which is wiſdom, and that underſtanding that is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, in order to any the leaſt of our 
hopes in the favour of God, or mental approaches to 
him. To ruſh blindly or ignorantly into bis preſence, 
or to preſume thus in his favour, is to thruſt ourſelves 
upon the thick boſſes of his buckler, to fly into the 
face of a ſin-revenging God, who to all ſuch is a 
conſuming fire; to do our beſt to get him to curſe us 
by his Holineſs. | 


THe difference then betwixt our now-a-days reli- 
gion, and the religion of the firſt chriſtians, in my 
mind is as follows: — The firſt chriſtians believed that 
Adam ſtood not in his original righteouſneſs, but loft 
the image of God; which image conſiſted not in the 


ſhape or features of bis body, but in the ſenſible fa- 


culties of his ſoul, wiz. his underſtanding mind, his 
will and affections: Taat his underſtanding, which 
before was of the wiſdom of God, now is of thoſe 


propoſitions of the Devi), which ſuggeſted a means - 


whereby to become in and of himſelf, as God in wiſ- 
dom and glory: His ſoul diſcerned the meaning of 
the. ſerpent in thoſe propoſitions aſſerted by a pre- 
tended veracity, chuſed to be ſo ſelf-ſufficient in the 
knowledge of good and evil, wherefore he affection- 
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ately wiſhed it, and eat the apple, the teſt of the ſen- 
ſible obedience of his ſoul for that very end and pur- 
poſe; which act alſo proved the erroneous diſobe- 
dience, or the deceived underſtanding, perverted with 
corrupted affections of the ſoul. This different un- 
derſtanding, will, and affections, which conſtitute the 
ſin, yea all the ſin of man, became by the curſe of 
God inherent or abiding in him; yea more, a part of 
his natural foul, in which very image we, his pro 
geny, are ſaid to be begotten and born; and therein 
we all and every ſoul of man exiſt to this day, that 
are not begotten again by a living hope, thro? the ſure 
clear light and knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the atone- 
ment for our fin, and actual righteovineſs inthe pre- 
ſence of God, This naturally deceived underſtand- 
ing ; this naturally perverted will; and theſe corrupt- 
ed affections then, are the natural image of our ſoul, 
which image exiſteth eſſentially in us prior to any 
choice of ours ; ſo that we are obliged, by the force 
of the law of our nature, to underſtand, will, and 
chuſe accordingly. 


HN E it comes to paſs, that as Adam wiſhed to be 
as God, ſo do ws; and the reaſon of that wiſh is 
alſo ours, that he might be ſelf ſufficient and glori- 
ons. This the root of natural religion, and the 
. cauſe of all the pride in the world, in whatever ſhape 

it appears. But it is moſt evidently ſeen in the pro- 
feſiors of religion, who dare aſk God, for Chriſt's 
ſake, to help them herein, and judge of his favour 
accordingly, This underſtanding mind of man then, 
I ſay, naturally aſpireth after the. ſuppoſed likeneſs 
of God; for which cauſe we have ſo:many men pro- 
feſſing religion, yea all men; for the moſt profligate 
man upon earth wiſhes an in ward con formity ta God 
in his own private mind, and that naturally, whether. 

he will or no: It appears, as it did to. dam, — 8 1 
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underſtanding, a thing moſt to be deſited, and that 
which would give him the moſt inward ſatis faction, 
and innate glory. Many men that are conſiderate, and 
naturally of a quiet mind, are charmed with the ap - 
pearance of this beauty and godlike glory, that there 


is in a virtuous, ſober, godly life: They fee that to 
be inwardly good, is the greateſt honour, and the 
way to eſteem with God and man; wherefore they 


will and chaſe to be religious, and lead a ſober, godly . 


life; profeſſing it to be their judgment, will and 
pleaſure, to love God, and do his will. By this means 
churches and congregations, with eccleſiaſtical laws 


and governments, are conſtituted, by the joint con- 


currence of the ſame ſpirit in the mind, will, and 
affections of the * their members. In which 
congregations univerſally all over the. world, are 


choſen, appointed, and ſet np, teachers after cheir 
own hearts; to preach unto them the bleſſedneſs and 


glory of inward holineſs, and its neceſſity, in order 
to our hope in the favour of God and future happi- 


pineſs ; This, thro” the blindneſs of their hearts, 


they doubt not is agreeable to God's will; where. 
fore with confidence they pray unto him to help them 
and aſſiſt them therein. Their prayers, ſave that 
they are conſcious of by paſt fin, and wiſh it for- 
given, are juſt no more than the wiſh of Adam, after 


he had heard the Devil's lies and believed them, 


namely, that he could become as God, perſonally 


in himſelf, and thereby enjoy more conſummate bliſs. , 


For this end he eat the forbidden fruit ; and for this 
very end the churches, all the churches that TI know of, 
pray, moved by the inflin of their natures, which 
governeth their choice by a primary power, I might 
tell you how men, affecting this holineſs, are imme- 
diately wrapt in the mantle of ſelf conceit, believing 
they deſervedly enjoy the favour of God and man; 


| een that holineſs they wiſh and ſeek after, is not 
4; an . 
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the holineſs of God; their deceived underſtandings 
imagine a god after their own heart: They ſee not 
the image of the true God, of him who will ſweep 
away their refuge of lies: And the honour they de- 
voutly gape for from man, 1s but the bewitched ad- 
miration of thoſe that are as blind as themſelves ; to 
claim God's favour, an intereſt therein, by a refor- 
mation of heart and life, is, I ſay, the part of a hypo- 
crite ; and to believe that ir is God's grace that moveth 
or inclineth us thereunto, is to believe the Devil's 
lies. Our common preachers, I underſtand, mean by 
the expreſſion, the grace of God, a principle of holi- 
neſs, whereby we are inclined to ſeek the favour of 
God, and to walk in all well-pleaſing; and this 
principle is the very ſame and no other, than that 
which Adam received before he eat the apple, by be- 
lieving the ſerpent, and I have before told you is 
natural unto all men. Therefore the Lord told the 
Phariſees, ye are of your father, the Devil, and his 
works ye will do. And this is the work of the De- 
vil, to wiſh, ſtrive, and pray for inward holineſs by 
any other means than believing our own particular 
perſonal pardon of ſin, and actual righteouſneſs, only 
by believing in the name of Jeſus, the free gift of 
God unto us for that very purpoſe, Till then we can- 
not love God naturally and honeſtly, nor do works 
of gratitude, *tis impoſſible. 


Bur let us pretend of the knowledge of the goſpel 
what we will, we do what we do to merit the favour 
of God, and to be ſeen of men. And the difference 
betwixt doing from a ſen'e of favour, and for favour, 
is materially great: The cauſe and reaſons are great, 
and the effect is great. What is it in fact that diſ- 
| pofeth and inclineth the heart of man to let hold, go, 
or that deſtroyeth in us, that inborn or innate princi- 

ple of felf-righteouſneſs, or of that natural diſpaſi- 


tion | 
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tion that is in us of recommending ourſelves unto 


God by repentance, prayer, and reformation, by holy 
affections of good life; and of judging of our intereſt 
in that favour by our ſucceſs or growth in ſanctifica- 
tion (falſely ſo eſteemed). What can do ir, but the 
knowledge of that word of ſalvation fent to us in the 
name and perſon of Jeſus Chriſt ; the knowledge of 
him, the promiſe of eternal life; the word of God, 
the covenant of peace, the atonement of fin, and the 
righteouſneſs of all that believe in his name. By 
this knowledge, light, and aſſurance, we are willin 
to let hold, go, and account as an unclean thing, all 
our former pretenſions to the favour and friendſhip 
of God; and by that alone we are able to do it. 
We cannot, at the ſame time, entertain in our af- 
fections a deſire to obtain or come to the favour of 
God, and alſo believe that we have it, that we are 
pardoned, eternally ſaved, and made partakers of 
that promiſe; thoſe that have the ſpirit of adoption 
in their hearts, naturally crying Abba, Father, are not 
wiſhing to know their perſonal intereſt ; but with the 
firſt chriſtians they are giving thanks for the grace 
already received, and rejoicing with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory evermore, 


THe word of promiſe is as a well of water, 
ſpringing up in their hearts unto eternal life; if 
we believe it, it muſt do ſo; nothing can hinder it : 
But till we have believed it, have, by the authori 
of God's word, dared to lay hold on the promiſe 
of eternal life to all the believers in the name of 


jefuß, and for no other reaſon, we muſt of neceſlity 
de wiſtting for and ſeeking after the knowledge of 


"God's favour ; which deſire and enquiry is the ſureſt 
eyidence of an unbeliever : It is that ſhibboleth, that 
Wppbege, that _— diſtinguiſheth W 
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from the inheritors of the promiſe from thoſe who 
love, becauſe there is much forgiven them. 


Now the meaning of this writing is to tell my 
reader, that all pretenſions to that religion that is ac- 
cording to truth, are utterly vain ; not only ſo, but 
an iniquity- in the eye of God, meriting a curſe at 
his fin revenging hand, that fpring not from an un- 
derſtanding of the word of reconciliation to all and 
every one without difference or exception, that be- 
lieve on the name of Jeſus; and I ſay, that all and 
every one that dare not take hold of that covenant 
of peace, and appropriate it to himſelf in particular, 
by virtue of the general tender of pardon, peace, and 
eternal ſalvation, by believing that word of God on- 
Ay, juſt as he is, however unclean, is and remaineth 
under the deception wherewith the Devil deceived 
Adam, and is wanting to live by his own righte- 
ouſneſs, is under the power of darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death, let his goſpel-like notions acquired 
be what they will. 


Tusk are the two principles that naturally rule 
and command the hearts and lives of all men: 
The dialeQ of the one is in the preſent tenſe ſaying, 
he hath loved me, he hath given himſelf for me, he 

knows it is true: Why God has ſaid it, that God 


that cannot lie; he has ſpoken it in his Holineſs, de - 


clared it perſonally, he that believeth in me, ſhall 
not periſh, but have eternal life. The faithful dare 
truſt this ſaying ; the unbelievers dare not venture 
upon theſe ſayings, for there are many ; nay, if you 


with this view read the Bible, you'll find it all and in 


every part thereof to be a direct, poſitive, and ab- 
ſolute profeſſion of their knowledge of. their part in 
the word, promiſe, ſalvation, grace, love, ſpirit gnd 
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theſe things: Now union and communion cannot be 
without an aſſurance of love, without a removal of 
the ſpirit of ſelf-righteouſneſs, and the knowledge of 
the free pardon of that the root of all fin. And fur- 
ther, we cannot have communion but by the appro- 
priation of the perfect righteouſneſs of the holy God, 
the very Holineſs of God muſt be in our own con- 
ſcience ours: We mult know that God has actually 
given us it, and that it is molt certainly ours: No 
leſs than this is juſtifying faith; without this 'tis im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God: There muſt be a commuta- 
tion: Our ſinghis fin he takes it from us, endures the 
deſert of it; his righteouſneſs our righteouſneſs, 
wherein to appear before God. | 


LuTHER ſays, this is the foul and life of the chri- 
ſlian religion, theſe pronouns ne and ibn; that 
theſe words a chriſtian rolls like a ſweet morſel under 
the tongue, But our now-a-Cays preachers have ex- 
ploded them out of the chriſtian religion, till ſome 
other evidence appears than the authority of God's 
word; ſaygthey belong not to Juitifying faith, that 
our inward holineſs and good works are the beſt, if 


not only, evidence to our own conſciences of our per- 
ſonal intereſt : But this fort of juſtifying faith 1 do. 


not underſtand, except it be, and I know it is, that 
confidence of his favour, thro? a deceived conceit ot 
inward holineſs, which before I have ſpoken of, 


Every man on earth muſt have perfect holineſs, . 


either inherent or imputed ; without it he has no 
right to draw nigh to God: And for men to attempt 


it without an aſſurance of right, muſt be ſin againſt 
the Holineſs of God: It is deſpiſing it lightly ; 


eſteeming the revelation of the nature, the law, the 
will of God revealed unto the conſcience and under- 
ſtanding of man; yea, it is wrong to hope in his 


C 2 mercy, 


N "7 


41 


mercy, to have the leaſt expectation of acceptance 
into favour, without that perfection that the law re- 
quires, which is ſpiritual, reſpecting the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. And how is it poſſible 


for men, having an eye _ underſtanding of the 
| 


Holineſs of God, commanding our natural affections, 
or that primitive love of our whole ſoul to him, 
wherewith he created us, giving him all glory and 
praiſe, to have the leaſt foundation of hope while 


deſlitute of that perfection of nature? It will be 


well for us then, to know on what ground we hope; 
for what cauſe we dare draw near unto him, leſt 
our hope be that of the hypocrite, that will be de- 
ſtroyed like a ſpider's web, leſt we be continually 
inheriting that curſe, depart from me ye workers of 
iniquity, Is it not plain in the nature of thiags, 
eaſy for any conſiderate mind, to ſee that we mult 
abide under the ſenſe of guilt, under a ſenſe of the 
diſpleaſure of God, through a knowledge of our 
imperfection and ſin, till we obtain a knowledge of 
the pardon of that fin, by the atonement of Chriſt's 
blood, in our perſon ſuffering the juſt deſert of it: 
Or even then, can we have the confidence to draw 
near to the Holy of Holies, tho? our ſin, that is al- 
ready done be taken away, with a ſenſe and know- 
ledge of the imperfection and fin of our natures, 
without the knowledge and afſurance in our con- 
ſciences of the imputation of Chrilt's righteouſneſs to 
us in particular as our own; no, we mult know it to 
be ours, actually, really, truly, and certainly, without 
doubt and heſitation, elſe our conſciences cannot be 
freed from guilt and fear: We cannot come boldly 
to the throne of grace, not with a good conſcience, 


through an underitanding of right; to which under- 


ſtanding the promiſe is made, to him that bath ſhall 
be given, and he ſhall have abundance. Paul ſays, 
we do know that Jeſus Chriſt is in us, except we be 
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reprobates. All ſcripture is a profeſſion of the be- 
lief of the abſolutely poſitive promiſe of eternal life, 


to all without difference, that believe in the name of 


Jeſus. Fohn ſpeaks boldly unto the churches, telling 
them that they declared unto them theſe things, that 
they had ſeen and heard that the churches might have 
fellowſhip with them; and truly, he ſays, our fellow- 
ſhip is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
This then is the meſſage which the Apoſtles had 
heard of him, wiz. of God, and declared unto the 
churches, that God is light, knowledge, or under- 


ſtanding, and in him is no darkneſs at all. If there- 


fore they pretended to have fellowſhip with him, and 


walked in darkneſs, in a diſpute of God's mind and 84 4 


will concerning them, they lied, and did not the 
truth, were not honeſt in their profeſſion of love and 
fellowſhip : For no man loves God, but becauſe he 


| firſt knows that God loves him; we can love for no 


other reaſon, 
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